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counter-marched he trotted desperately beside them. Being
top-heavy from his arm, he almost toppled over when they
broke into the goose-step. The tears came into his eyes,
and he was glad when the parade was dismissed.

After that, William was often taken to drill with the
Guards. There were times when there was nothing for it
but to run after his comrades-in-arms. Only by the fiercest
determination did he stop himself from weeping openly on
parade. A month or two later, on the anniversary of Gross
Gorschen, William, wearing the tall, tufted cap and white
trousers of the Prussian Grenadiers, attended the great
_ church parade and afterwards took his place in the Hne of
officers before the ranks in hollow square, while King William
and his son passed along the lines to the sound of martial
music. Finally, half-running at the rear of his battalion, he
scurried past the saluting base.

In July the Crown Prince and Princess and the family,
with Count Harrach the painter, stayed at the seaside resort
of Nordenburg. While there, they went by paddle steamer
through a choppy sea to the newly opened naval harbour
of Wilhelmshaven. Konig Wilhelm, the largest battleship
in the world, the pride of Prussia, swung at anchor in the
sunlit roadstead.

William has left his impression of this visit, which although
a trivial incident in itself, is interesting not only for the
family picture it calls up, but also because William, the only
being who ever threw a serious challenge to British naval
might, was to set foot aboard a great warship for the first
time. Towering above him as they drew close, he saw one
of those fabulous vessels in the ownership of which he had
heard again and again that Mama's countrymen were richer
than all other people on earth. We see from his own words
that the effect made upon him was profound and unfor-
gettable. He came aboard already primed with the wonder
of naval might; at the end of the visit he went over the side
in a triumphant dream, in which he on the bridge of his
plunging flagship saw his signal flags fluttering up the
halyards and the answering signals rush to the mastheads